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PRESIDENT RENNER DIES. Dr. Karl Renner, President of the Federal 
Republic ef Austria, died in the early morning hours of December 3lst 
as a result of a heart ailment. Dr. Renner was stricken Christmas 
Eve, ten days after the national celebration of his 80th birthday, but 
recovered somewhat during the following days. On December SOth, his 
condition took a sudden turn for the worse, with paralysis and lung 
congestion developing. Chancellor Leopold Figl went to the President's 
home in Grinzing immediately and expressed the sympathy of the nation 
to Dr. Renner's widow, Louise, and to his daughter who had been at his 
bedside when he died. A five-day: period of national mourning was de- 
ereed starting January lst. 

The President's body lay in state in the Grand Ceremonial Chamber 
of the Vienna Town Hall, where thousands and thousands of heavy-hearted 
Austrians paid their last respects to the founder of the First and 
Second Austrian Republics. On Friday, January 5th, Dr. Karl Renner 
was laid to rest in the Central Cemetery of Vienna. The state funeral 
began with a mourning ceremony in Vienna's Town Hall, during which 
Chancellor Leopold Figl delivered the funeral oration, After the 
ceremony the funeral procession moved slowly down-the Ring and paused . 
in front of the Austrian Parliament, To the sound of the Austrian 
National Anthem, the departed Austrian President took leave of the 
august chambers where he had sat for so many yearg as a representative 
of the people. The procession then continued down the Ring to the 
Schwarzenbergplatz, from where the body was taken to the Central Ceme~- 
terye Dr. Renner's mortal remains were interred in a tomb.of honor of 
the City of Vienna, At the grave, Deputy Chancellor Schaerf held a 
moving memorial address. | 

On New Year's Day, Austrians who began a fiveeday period of 
national mourning heard a recording of a New Year's address the Pre- 
sident had prepared a short time before his death. In it, he pleaded 
for a rapid conclusion of an Austrian State Treaty and suggested that 
Austria be admitted as a full member of the United Nations. "For half 
a decade," Dre Renner said, “we have been waiting at the doors of the 
United Nations. For half a decade we have asked for an end to our 
occupation and the fulfilment of the solemn promises of complete 
liberation." 





MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE POUR INTO AUSTRIA FOLLOWING DR. RENNER'S DEATH. 
Following the untimely death of Dre Kari Renner, President of the Fede- 
ral Republic of Austria, the Austrian Government and Dr, Renner'’s 
family have received many messages of condolence and sympathy from all 
parts of the world, expressing deep-felt sorrow at the great loss the 
Austrian people have suffered as a result of the demise ef their elder 
statesman, , 

On December 31, 1950, President Harry S. Truman sent the following 
message of sympathy to the Austrian people and Government: 

' "I was saddened by the news of the death of Karl Renner, whom I 
always regarded as one of Europe's outstanding elder statesmen in the 
causq of democracy. ‘s 

“His long career of patriotic service to his country, and his 
work in national reconstruction after two major wars, are widely re~- 
cognized by the American people. 3 

"Dr, Renner's efforts have furthered the objective of a free 
Austria which I had hoped would be achieved during his ljgetime. I 
extend the sympathy of the American people to the Austrian people and 
Governments Mrse Truman and I particularly desire that our sympathies 
be expressed to Dre. Renner's family." 

At his press conference on January Srd, 1951, Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson made the following statement; 

"The death of the President of Austria, Dr» Karl Renner, has 
caused deep sorrow. President Renner has for many years been known 
as one of the world's leading statesmen, He has played a major role 
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in the many important changes which have taken place in Austria during 
the past half century, At the age of 74, he Headed the Provisional 
Government which led the Austrian people through the difficult months 
after the end of the last war, The re-establishment of the democratic 
Austrian Government ‘was in large measure due to his untiring efforts. 
His death is a great loss to the cause of peace and democracy, which 
he has served so lohg and so well.” | 

United States High Commissioner Walter J. Donnelly announced that 
all American flags in the city of Vienna will be flown at half staff 
from January lst through January Sth, the date of President Renner'’s 
state funeral. : | 

A ceremony was held for the steff of the Austrian Legatien in 
Washington on Wednesday, January Srd, at the residence of the Austrian 
Minister Dr. Ludwig Kleinwaechter. After an introduction by the 
Austrian Minister pointing out the great loss that Austria had suffered 
through the death of her President, Dr. Heinrich Gleissner, Governor of 
Upper Austria, who happened to be in Washington on a private visit, 
addressed the officers and employees of the Legation, He gave an out- 
line of Dr. Renner's political career which culminated in the preser- 
vation of Austria's unity and independence after the second World War. 

A similar ceremony took place on January Sth at the Austrian Con- 
sulate General in New York, where Dr. Franz Matsch, Consul General of 
Austria, addressed the staff of the Consulate and other Austrian agen- 
cies in New York City. 

On the same day the Friends of Austrian Labor in New York held a 
memorial observance for Dre. Renner which was.also attended by the offi- 
. Clals of the Austrian Consulate General in New York. Among the mourners 
there were numerous personal friends of the late President, as well as 
his grandson, Hans D. Renner, and his wife who are residents of New 
York, The obituary address was delivered by Mr. Manfred Ackermann. 

The Austrian Consulate General in New York, at 682 Fifth Avenue, 
announced that a special list of those expressing condolences on the 
death of Dr. Kari Renner would be sent to Vienna. The Consulate will 


be open every day from 9 &@eme to 5 peme, Monday through Friday, and 
from 9 asm, to 1 Peme on Saturday. 


CHANCELLOR FIG ASSUMES INTERIM POWERS. Immediately after the death 
of Federal Presiuent Renner, the Austrian Cabinet met in emergeney 
session. It was announced that under the Constitution Chancellor 
Leopold Figl would assume temporary presidential powers. The date for 
an election to choose a successor to Dr. Renner has not yet been 
announced. 





HOW AUSTRIA CELEBRATED THE LATE PRESIDENT RENNER'S SOTH BIRTHDAY. The 
celebrations and ceremonies held in all parts of Austria on the occa- 
sion of the 80th birthday of the late Federal President Dr. Karl Ren- 
ner were crowned on December 14 by a special session of the Austrian 
Parliament. As part of the Government's special ceremony, Chancellor 
Leopold Figl paid tribute to the lifework of the great octogenarian. 
who, after a trying youth, had first gained the confidence of his own 
party, and later that of all his fellow-citizens. He said that even 
those men in public life who had held political views different from 
those of Dr. Renner regarded him with respect and affection because 
they knew that he had always sought the best for his country. Addrgss-~- 
ing Dr. Renner directly, Chancellor Figl said: "After the constitu- 
tional elections in November 1945, when for the first time in the 
Second Republic the position of chief of state had to be'filled, the 
Federal Assembly ("Bundesversammlung"), in its unanimous confidence, 
turned to you to ocsupy this position, one which you have held ever 
since with the wiscom of your age, your statesmaniike sagacity and 
your passionate love of your countrye In the course of the next few 
days you will] celebrate your fifth anniversary as President of the 
Federal Republic. In the name of the Government, I wish that you may 
continue to be a fatherly friend and counselor to us for still a long 
time to come and that you may enjoy many’ years of undisturbed physical 
and mental visor in the midst of your femily and friends. But I also 
wish that rov may very soon become the chief of state of a free and 
sovereign: retion, ia whien freedom, a sound economy, and social peace 
eréatiescty."Unfortunasely, these wishes were never to be roalizede - 
Present at the special session of Farliament, which convened in 
the forenoon of December 14, were all the members of the Government, 
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all Deputies with the exception of those representing the Leftist 
Bloc (Communists), the members of the Federal Council, as well as the 
Provincial Governors and representatives of the various provincial 
administrationse All members of the diplomatic corps also attended, 
and the visitors! galleries of Parliament were filled to overflowing, 
After the official speech of Leopold Kunschak, President of the 
“Nationalrat" (Lower Chamber of Parliament), congratulations were ex~ 
tended to Dr. Renner on behalf of the various political factions by 
the chairmen of the gt A caucuses in Parliament; Deputies Raab 
(People's Party), Dr. Pittermann (Socialist Party), and Hartleb 
(Union of Independents). 

President Renner then-took the floor, in what was to be his last 
major public utterance, to address the assembled representatives of 
the Austrian people. After having reviewd the vicissitudes of 
Austria's changing history, he declared: “Never should a party, that 
is to say a part, presume to play the role of the whole and dictato- 
rially ride ro hod over the others; never should the majority of 
today dare simply to disregard the misgivings of the minority. If at 
all attainable, cooperation should be sought on the broadest possible 
basis. Since my earliest days of public service, that has been my 
conception of Democracy, namely, the idea of national autonomy and ine 
ternational community of peoples - principles which I have championed 
since the turn of the century. And on this festive day, which affords 
me the opportunity to concentrate the experiences of two generations, 
it is my wish and advice that the same conception may always guide 
your work," ! 

After the special session, an official reception was given for 
the High Commissioners of the Allied Powers and for the heads of the 
diplomatic missions accredited in Vienna, 

On the occasion of his 80th birthday, President Renner received 
literally hundreds of congratulatory telegrams and letters from all 
over the worlde A very partial list of those who extended their best 
wishes includes King George VI of England, King Gustaf Adolf VI of 
Sweden, King Friedrich of Denmark, King Paul of Greece; the Presidents 
of Finland, Switzerland, Western Germany, France, Mexico;. U.S. High 
Commissioner Donnelly, Soviet Deputy High Commissioner Ziniev, the 
political representative of the Soviet Union in Austria, Koptjelov, 
Italian Prime Minister de Gasperi, and Italian Foreign Minister 
Sforza, British Foreign Minister Bevin addressed a telegram to 
Austrian Foreign Minister Gruber, in which he expressed'on this me- 
morable day the genuine friendship of the British Government and people 
for the people of Austria, as well as their admiration for the. deter- 
mination and dignity with which the Austrian Government and people, 
with full unity of purpose, were coping with today's difficult times. 

Also on the occasion of the 80th birthday of the late Federal 
President, who had long been an Honorary Citizen of the City of Vienna, 
the Vienna Senate voted unanimously to establish a Dr. Karl Renner 
Voundation, the funds of which are to be used for prizes in the amou:. 
»f 100,000 schillings to be bestowed every year on December 14 upon 
“hose who have rendered outstanding services to the Republic of 
.ustrias 


FURTHER POSTPONEMENT IN THE AUSTRIAN TREATY NEGOTIATIONS. The depu- 
“ies 01 the Big Four Foreign Ministers held their c5ath meeting on 
“She Austrian State Treaty in London on December 15, 1950, and, as no 
-rogress could be achieved, decided within two hours to adjourn unti . 
ld=-March. According to a report that appeared in the "Wiener Zei- 
~ng"™ on December 16, 1950, Georgi N. Zarubin, the Soviet.Union's Am 
‘assador in London and that country's representative for the Austria. 
“reaty negotiations, who acted as chairman, opened the meeting by 
asking the Western delegates whether they had any proposals to make. 
The Western delegates stated that they were ready at any time to 
settle the articles still at issue, providing that a final and over” | 
version of the treaty were thus made possible. Ambassador Zarubin 
-eiterated his previous charges that the Western powers were "viola- 
ting" the Italian peace treaty, by their attitude on the Trieste 
question, The Russian deputy again brought up Article 9 of the trea”. 
draft, which relates to the denazification and demilitarization of 
Austria, although agreement had already been reached on this article 
at an earlier date. When Zarubin once more proposed that the four 
powers ascertain in their zones of occupation whether the Austrian 
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Government had carried out the four-power decisions with regard to 
denazification and demilitarization, the Western deputies decided that 
it would be useless to enter into any further discussion, and requested 
that the meeting be adjourned. 


I.CeF.T.U. REPRESENTATIVES FAVOR EARLY COMPLETION OF STATE TREATY. A 
hree-member delegation of the International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions (ICFTU) visited Vienna in mid-December in order to make 
an on-the-spot study of the prejudicial effects on Austria caused by 
the delay in completing the State Treaty, The delegates held a series 
of talks with leading officials of the Austrian Trade Union Federation, 
as well as with numerous shop stewards from Viennese and Lower Austrian 
plants, At a press conference, the ICFTU delegates declared that the 
problem of the Austrian State Treaty was not only an Austrian, but also 
a European and even a world problem. They said the moment demanded 
that the free labor international make every effort and mobilize public 
opinion to establish a free Austria in the community of European na~ 
tions. The delegates also expressed the belief that even after the 
signing of the State Treaty Austria would still need foreign aid for 
a certain period of transition in order to enable her to carry the 
burdens imposed by the treaty and to finance certain investments. The 
ICFTU delegation was composed of H. Oosterhuis, President of the Free 
Dutch Trade Union Federation, Robert Willis, of the British Trade Union 
Congress, and Alfred Braunthal, of the Economic and Social Division of 
‘the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions. 


FIGL-SCHAERF COALITION GOVERNMENT COMPLETES FIVE YEARS IN OFFICE. At 
the meeting of the Austrian Council of Ministers on December 19, 1950, 
Federal Chancellor Leopold Figl reminded his colleagues that it was 
exactly five years ago to the day, on December 19, 1945, that the 
Federal Government newly formed after the 1945 November elections had 
held its first cabinet meeting. He recalled that 9 colleagues who had 
been members of the Government at that time were still in the Govern- 
ment today. (These are: Chancellor Figl, Deputy Chancellor Schaerf, 
Minister of the Interior Helmer, Foreign Minister Gruber, Minister of 
Education Hurdes, Minister of Social Welfare Maisel, Minister of Agri- 
culture Kraus, Undersecretaries Graf and Uebeleis.) Dr. Figl pointed 
out that the Austrian Federal Government had not yet attained the 
supreme goal it had set itself at that time, namely, the achievement 

of full freedom and sovereignty for Austria. Nevertheless, these five 
years had been put to good use in overcoming many a difficulty, and 
much progress had been achieved in the field of reconstruction. But 
the aim of the Federal Government must continue to be directed at in- 
tensifying the country's. reconstruction, assuring full employment, pre- 
serving social peace, and doing everything it could to obtain a settle- 
ment of the State Treaty question, 

On the occasion of the fifth anniversary of his entry into the 
first constitutionally-elected Government of the Second Republic, De- 
puty Chancellor Adolf Schaerf pointed out that the life of the present 
Austrian Government had been unusually longe He said that the reason 
for this stability could be found in the collaboration of the country's 
' two leading political parties, a collaboration which, to be sure, had. 
been dictated by the needs of the time, but one which was certainly a 
good thing to be retained and continued. He expressed the wish that 
this collaboration in the interest of Austria might continue to exist 
as long as would be necessary. 

On the occasion of the fiveeyear-old Figl-Schaerf coalition Govern+ 
ment, the “Wiener Zeitung" remarked that in the First Republic such a 
coalition of the country's two great political parties had been only 
possible in the throe Renner Administrations for a period of not quite 
two years, and that the following 18 years had seen a succession of no 
less than 22 administrations, 


MAJOR AUSTRIAN PARTIES AGREE ON PROGRAM TO RELIEVE HOUSING SHORTAGE. 
On Deeember 6, 1950, Austria's two coalition parties e. People's 
Party and the Socialist Party) finally reached agreement on an overall 
financing program to relieve the country.'s acute housing shortage. 

The accord came after many months of negotiations which had been broken 
off several times and, on a few occasions, had almost ended in failure. 
On the basis of these party agreements, which were incorporated in a 
series of parliamentary bills, a total of 1 billion 40 million schil- 
lings will be appropriated for the construction of housing during the 
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year 1951; the stepped-up building program will not be accompanied by 
any increase in rents or taxeSe ; ) 

The new housing program will be financed primarily with funds made 
available through an amendment to the Occupation Cost Statute. In 
Austria, the occupation cost tax amounts to 20% of the income tax. 
Since July 1, 1950, 25% of the occupation cost tax has been used for 
the reconstruction of housing. Starting January 1, 1951, this amount 
will be doubled. This source is expected to. yield some 250 million 
schillings per year for the projected housing program. An additional 
100 million schillings will be made available from ERP funds for the 
construction of workers’! homes, Another 100 million schillings are ex- 
pected from the contributions and assessments levied on the owners of 
dwelling houses and real estate properties, as well as on mortgages, 
pursuant to the Housing Reconstruction Law. At the same time, the 
endowment of the Federal Housing and Settlement Fund will be increased 
by the Federal Treasury from 25 to 100 million schillings. The or- 
dinary federal budget has set aside some 500 million schillings for 
housing purposes. Of this amount, the Federal Buildings Administra- 
tion will receive 259 million schillings for the construction and re- 
construction of office buildings to be used by government agencies. 
Thus, many apartments now used as offices will be able to revert to 
their original use as private dwellings. All these measures appear to 
assure the construction of about 20,000 apartments. Any building acti- 
vity financed by municipal or private funds is not included in these 
plans. It is a well-known fact that the war caused the destruction of 
innumerable residential buildings in Austria and this, combined with 
the country's long-standing housing shortage which was already prevalent 
for many decades before the war, has raised today's overall shortage 
of living quarters and aparments to at least 200,000. Housing experts 
estimate that from 20 to 25 billion schillings would be required for a 
final and complete solution of the housing crisis in Austria. Since 
the accumulation of private capital in Austria has been extremely slow 
since the end of the war, and since the private capital now available 
is barely sufficient for financing, at most, only one-family houses or 
development apartments, but hardly for financing the construction of 
large apartment buildings, this increased allocation of public funds 
for housing purposes is especially significant. 


10,000 PREMISES STILL Rae IN AUSTRIA. The Austrian Municipal 
ssociation reports on Augus 9 9 ere will still 7,077 
apartments and 322 pieces of real estate, such as schools, hotels and 
other buildings, under requisition by the occupation authorities in 
Austria, Of this total, 2,963 apartments, 429 sublet rooms and 254 
other premises are located in Vienna. In Lower Austria, the quarters 
still requisitioned include 1,275 apartments and 12 other premises. 
In Upper Austria, 707 apartments are requisitioned; in Carinthia, 475, 
and in Styria, 125 apartments and 21 other buildings. The number of 
apartments still occupied by the occupation authorities in the Tyrol 
totals 894, and those in the Vorarlberg 585. These apartments are used 
to house dependents of the occupation forces. Taking into account the 
localities from which no information has been received, it is estimated 
that the figure of 10,000 requisitioned apartments is a conservative 
Onéee nai. 


DR.» GLEISSNER IN WASHINGTON, Dr. Heinrich Gleissner, Governor of Upper 
RKustria, attended the conference of the Moral Rearmement movement held 
in Washington in the first week of wages en? ‘a The MRA is a world or- 
ganization with headquarters in Caux, Switzerland. Last fall Dr. Gleiss- 
ner had accepted an invitation to come to Caux, and subsequently he 
delivered a series of lectures on the aims of the movement, The or- 
zanization's objective is to bring about, on a supra-national basis, a 
peaceful development in the world by appealing to the conscience of mane 


CARDINAL INNITZER CELEBRATES 75TH BIRTHDAY. Theodor Cardinal Innitzer, 
Archbishop of Vienna, celebrated his 75th birthday on December 25, 
1950. The occasion was marked by messages of congratulation from Chan- 
cellor Figl and from all segments of the country's Catholic population. 
Cardinal Innitzer was ordained to the priesthood in’ 1902; in 1928-29 he 
was Rector of the University of Vienna, where he held the position of 
Professor of Biblical Science (New Testament); in 1929-50 he was appoin- 
ted Minister of Social Welfare in the Schober Government, On September 
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19, 1932, Pope Pius XI appointed Theodor Innitzer to succeed Cardinal 
Piffl as Archbishop of Vienna. On March 15, 1955, he was elevated to 
the cardinalate. During Cardinal Innitzer's 18 years in office, 65 
new parishes have been established. 


NEW PRESIDENT APPOINTED TO AUSTRIAN ADMINISTRATION COURT. Dr. Paul 
Heiterer-Schaller, heretofore Division Chief in the Federal Chan- 
cellery, has been appointed President of the Supreme Administrative 
Court (Verwaltungsgerichtshof.) He is one of the leading experts on 
Austrian administrative and constitutional questions. 


SLOVENE JOURNALISTS PRAISE SCHOOL SYSTEM IN SOUTHERN CARINTHIA. Eight 
Slovene newspapermen, who recently spent some time in Southern Carin- 
thia on a study tour of the school system in that bilingual region, 
declared upon their return that they regarded the educational system 
now in force as the best possible one for the area. In the speeches 
that accompanied their departure back to Yugoslavia, both sides ex- 
pressed the wish that the professional relations between the two coun- 
tries be broadened and intensified. 





UeNeleCeEeF.'S WORK IN AUSTRIA. On November 30, 1950, Austrian Minis-~- 
ter Karl Waldbrunner reviewed the activity of the United Nations! In- 
ternational Children's Emergency Fund mission in Austria, now that the 
latter has been officially discontinued. In 1948 approximately 
400,000 children had been provided with school meals by the UNICEF, and 
200,000 are still receiving such assistance. In addition, the world 
group has examined 700,000 children for evidence of tuberculosis and 
has vaccinated some 500,000 with the so-called “BCC” preparation. The 
organization has also distributed large amounts of medicines. Present 
plans call for a continuation of the child feeding program until the 
end of the 1950-51 school year, after which time it will be replaced 
by a fresh milk distribution program. The Austrian Council of Minis- 
ters has instructed the Minister of Social Welfare to address messages 
of thanks to the Secretary General of the United Nations, to the Di- 
rector General of the UNICEF, and to the European Headquarters of 
UNICEF on behalf of the Federal Government. It also approved the 
establishment of an “Austrian Liaison Office” with the UNICEF. 





700 MILLION SCHILLINGS RELEASED FROM E.R.P. COUNTERPART FUND. Mr. 
Ciyde Ne King, chief of the ECA Mission in Vienna, notified the 
Austrian Government that the Economic Cooperation Administration in 
Washington had released on December 21, 1950, 700 million schillings 
from the E.R.P. Counterpart Fund for investments in the Austrian econo- 
mye This brings the total sum released during 1950 to 2,875 million 
schillings.e. Since E.R.P. aid was first extended to Austria, no less 
than 5,538.1 million schillings have been released for reconstruction 
purposes from the program's counterpart fund, which, according to the 
latest reports of the Austrian National Bank, had again accumulated to 
more than 1,628 million schillings. Of the 700 million just released, 
50 million will be used to combat the seasonal increase in unemployment, 
and the balance to finance various investment projects. The latter 
will be sélected with an eye to their importance in bringing about a 
drop in seasonal unemployment. Of the remaining 650 million schil- 
lings, 89 million will be allocated to the iron and steel industry, 
and 129 million for the production of electric energy, particularly 
for the expansion of the Kaprun power station and three other power- 
generating plants in Upper Austria and Styria, Sixty-eight million 
will be earmarked for the paper industry. This amount will be used 
primarily for replacing antiquated machinery and raising exports by 
doubling the industry's output. The remainder of the funds will be 
distributed among the following industries or for the following pur- 
poses: agriculture and forestry, wood processing and wood products, . 
mining, iron and steel, textiles, handicrafts and export promotion, 
housing for workers, and tourism, These newly-released funds make it 
possible for the Austrian Government not only to continue fulfilling 
its three-year investment program according to schedule, but also 
assure the stepped-up execution of projects intended to bring about a 
short-term improvement in the country's balance of payments. 





AUSTRIAN IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY CONTINUES TO FORGE AHEAD. Austria's 
wo larges ndustrial enterprises -- e Unite ustrian Steel Works 
(VOEST) and the Alpine Montan Company -- have achieved remarkable pro- 
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duction goals during the year 1950. VOEST's average monthly output of 
pig iron exceeded by 122% that of the year 1937. Its capacity in- 
creased by 15% over the previous year, raising the year's output. by 
550,000 tons, Pig-iron production at the nationalized ironworks in- 
creased by 17% On September 5, 1950, a third blast furnace was blown 
in at the Donawitz plant of the Alpine Montan Company, thus increasing 
the pig-iron output there to 564,000 tons for the year 1950, a pro- 
duction increase of 10.8%. By reducing the consumption of coke, the 
year marked a saving of 250 kgs. of coke for each ton of pig iron pro- 
ducede Austria's iron and steel works have been receiving foreign 
orders at a very encouraging rate, with several new countries added to 
the lengthening list of markets. Austrian foundries were likewise able 
to raise their output above previous levels. The gray cast iron out- 
put tor November even exceeded 10,000 tons. The increased production 
of bail bearings also enabled the machine industry to reach record 
levelse Cellulose production was the highest since the end of the war. 
The paper industry was also well supplied with orders, Whereas 
Austria's exports of structural lumber and other timber had amounted 
to 690,966 tons in 1949, the first ten months of 1950 alone showed an 
increase of such exports to 1,065,967 tons. The value of Austrian ex- 
ports of wood, paper and wood products during the first ten months of 
1950 totalled 1,184,374 million schillings, or 23.7% of the country's 
total exports. In 1937 these items had amounted to only 16.9% of all 
exports. . 


AUSTRIAN ALUMINUM PRODUCTION RAPIDLY EXPANDING. Austria's aluminum 
production is expected to reach a new high of 20,000.tons in 1951, it 
was reported by the Austrian Economic News Service, This expected in- . 
crease will mainly be the result of a planned expansion of production 
at Ranshofen, Austria's major modern producing plant of the metal, 
Last year, the Ranshofen plant alone produced more than 12,000 tons; 
while other manufacturers added enough to make the total production in 
1950 exceed the original goal of 16,000 tons by 1,000 tons. One of 
the main obstacles in reaching a higher production figure in 1950 was 
the scarcity, particularly during the winter months, of electricity 
which, this year, will be somewhat alleviated by new hydro-electric 
plants now under construction in Austria with the help of ECA Counter- 
part moneye 





SULPHURIC ACID TO BE MANUFACTURED IN AUSTRIA. In order to assure a 





sufficient supply for the needs of Austria's industry, plans are under 


way to establish in Austria manufacturing plants for sulphuric acid, 
the Austrian Federal Chamber of Commerce in Vienna reportede One plant 
will be established by Bleiberger Bergwerks-Union in Klagenfurt, in 
the Austrian Alps near the Italian frontier, while another sulphuric 
acid factory is planned by the Oesterreichische Stickstoffwerke in 
Linz on the Danube. It is not yet known whether the new production 
will be sufficient to allow exports from Austria of sulphuric acid, 


NEW AUSTRIAN TEXTILE PRINTING PROCESS. A new photo printing process 
eveloped by fF, nger, enna, uses original flowers, leaves, etce, 
for the creation of designs which surpass anything known heretofore 
in attractiveness and natural beauty, The new printing process is 
mostly used on scarves, kerchiefs, and table clothes, Printing 
screens are being prepared in the new process by using cut flowers or 
leaves, which are dried and pressed in order to transpose the motives 
into diapositives, Striking effects were also achieved by using the 
new process on ladies summer dress fabrics, reports from Vienna stated. 


AUSTRIAN TRADE FAIRS IN 1951. Trade Fairs will take place this year 
in Austria in Vienna, Graz, Dornbirn and Innsbruck, he Vienna Spring 
International Trade Fair will be held from March llth through March 
18th. It will be followed by the Graz, Styria, Spring Fair from April 
28th through May 6th. At the end of summer, in August or early Septem- 
ber, a Tradé Fair will as usual be held in Innsbruck, Tyrol, near the 
German and the Swiss frontier. The dates of the Fall Fairs are as 
follows; Dornbirn: July 27 through August 5, Vienna: September 9 
through September 16, Graz; September or early October. American 
firms wishing to exhibit at either of these fairs will,upon request, 
be assisted by the Austrian Trade Delegate where fair visitors will | 
also be able to receive additional information, Exhibitors cataloguss 
of last year's fairs in Vienna, Innsbruck and Dornbirn can be seen at 
the Trade Delegate's office. 
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NEW AUSTRO-FRENCH TRADE PACT TO INCLUDE FRENCH DELIVERIES OF WHEAT. 

new Austrian-Frenc rade agreement was provisionally approved in 
Vienna on December 9, 1950. The new accord, which calls for double 
the volume of trade provided for in the previous agreement, covers 
French deliveries of bread cereals in the amount of 5 billion francs, 
in addition to such previous items as industrial products and fertil- 
izer. These increased French exports to Austria will be balanced by 
larger Austrian exports to France (particularly of cut timber and in- 
dustrial products). 


FIRST FUEL OLL SHIPMENT FROM VIENNA TO LINZ. At the end of December 
three tugboats towing nine tank vessels of the Danuble Steamship Com- 
pany and the Continental Motorship Company made the first trip from 
Vienna to Linz under the Austrian flag. They carried a shipment of 
about 5,000 tons of fuel oil from the Zisterdorf oil fields for the 
steam power station of the Linz Iron and Steel Works and a few other 
plants in Upper Austria. 





AUSTRIA SENDING 5,000 TONS OF PIG IRON TO YUGOSLAVIA. The 5,000 tons 
of pig iron recently ordered by Yugoslavia from the “Vereinigte Oester- 
reichische Stahlwerke" (the state-owned United Austrian Steel Works) 

at Linz, Upper Austria (U.S. Zone), will be transported down the Danube 
in barges belonging to the Yugoslav River Shipping Company. These 
barges have been carrying Yugoslav wood pulp for the paper mills in 
Upper Austria. 





AUSTRIAN EXPORTS OF LOCOMOTIVES AND OTHER ROLLING STOCK. The Simme- 
ring-Graz-Pauker Works have received orders from Uruguay, Colombia, 
India, and Czechoslovakia for the delivery of rail motor cars, locomo- 
tives, passenger coaches, and freight cars, Most of these orders are 
for shortterm delivery, and are scheduled to be completed in 195le 
They amount to a total value of 75 million schillings. 





AUSTRIAN METALLOGRAPHS AWARDED MEDALS AT U.S. METAL SHOW. For the 
first time since the end of tne war, two Austrian metallographs were 
among the 30-odd prize winners at the large metallographic exhibition 
which is held every year on the occasion of the annual convention of 
the American Society for Metals. Two Medals of Honor went to the Plan- 
see Metal Works in Reutte, Tyrol, and to the Kolbenkraus Company of 
Vienna. The Austrian prize winners were honored for their outstanding 
work in the field of powder metallurgy and the metallographic control 
process in piston manufacturing. 





AUSTRIAN INDUSTRY INTERESTED IN U.S. MANUFACTURING LICENSES. Following 
an initiative by the European offices of the Economic Cooperation Ad- 
ministration (ECA), the Austrian Federal Chamber of Commerce in Vienna 
is now contacting Austrian industrialists in order to ascertain where 
free capacity can be filled by the manufacturing under license of 
American products. Under the same plan Austrian firms will be available 
to fill American service needs under a license system. American firms 
wishing to avail themselves of such licensed production or service 
possibilities in Austria are invited to contact the Austrian Trade 
Delegate at Bowling Green 9-0056, New York, who will relay inquiries 
to the Austrian Federal Chamber of Commerce in Vienna. All firms to 
cooperate in this ECA-sponsored licensing plan will be in Austria's 
American, British or French occupied provinces or in internationally 
occupied Vienna. 





AUSTRIAN MAILING LIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE IN NEW YORKe American firms 
wishing to intensify their direct mall publicity in Austria can avail 
themselves now of a catalogue of available Austrian mailing lists at 
the 25 Broad Street office of the Austrian Trade Delegate in New York. 
The catalogue contains more than one thousand categories covering more 
than one million potential buyers in Austria. Lists may also be had 
in label form. The publisher of the mailing list catalogue stated 

that American firms may also ship their material to the firm's head- 
quarters in Vienna and have the mailing to Austrian potential customers 
done there under lower Austrian postage rates. 





AUSTRIAN WOOD CARVINGS IN DEMAND BY U.S. BUILDERS. Following the 
visits this year. of thousands of American tourists in Austria, a. 
number of inquiries were received by the Austrian Trade Delegate con- 
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cerning the availability in this country of hand carved wood plates 
for decorating or paneling purposes. An answer now received from 
Austria states that these panels are available for export and can be 
had in typical Austrian motives such as hunting and fairy tale scenes, 
but also with motives appropriate for play rooms, restaurants, and 
libraries. Upon request American motives such as cow boys, indians, 
etce, are also available. Prices range from $4.48 cif New York up, 
per panel. The communication from the Austrian manufacturers stated 
that builders' requests for larger quantities of panels should be made 
well in advance, as all carvings are done by hand and individually 
according to specifications. 


AUSTRIAN STRINGS FOR MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS BACK IN MARKET. Austrian 
firms hope to be able to fill American demands in gut and wire strings 
for musical instruments if increasing defense production should cut 
down production of these articles in the United States. Available are 
metal strings of steel, aluminum, and chromium for violins, violas, 
cellos, and bassos, and gut strings for violins. 





FULLY AUTOMATIC AUSTRIAN DIE STAMP MACHINE OFFERED. Pressing of one 
elsctric button sets an Austrian machine in motion which automatically 
produces rubber elastic printing dies. The patented machine is built 
under license from the Austrian patent owner by Be Pichler & Co. in 
Vienna. Dun & Bradstreet rated firms who are interested in exhibiting 
the machine at United States machine Fairs or at the forthcoming In- 
ternational Trade Fair in Chicsgo are invited to contact the Austrian 
Trade Delegate in New York. 





INNSBRUCK WINDOWS AGAIN AVAILABLE. Mosaic (lead) glass windows for 
churches, clubs anc private buildings are again available from Austria, 
it was announced by Tyrclese Art Glass Company of Innsbruck, manu- 
facturers of famous “Innsbruck windows." While these colorful windows 
were widely imported into the United States prior to world-war II, re- 
quests to the.Austrian manufacturer immediately following the war could 
in many cases not be filled ave to war influences which now are com- 
pletely eliminated. “Innsbruck windows" may again be had in all their 
colorful beauty, and the world-famous firm has again secured the ser- 
vices of an Anerican representative who, upon request, will assist 
American interested parties in developing definite plans and sketches, 
Inauiries should be addressed to the Austrian Trade Delegate, 25 Broad 
Street, New York 4, N.Y. 





GENULNE AUSTRIAN MEERSCHAUM PIPES AGAIN AVAILABLE. Meerschaum pipes 
in a wide variety of designs are agatn available from Austria, accord- 
ing to news received by the Austrian Trade Delegate in New York. 

' Qualities range from hand carved pieces to machine manufactured pipes, 
and cases or tubes executed in cherry wood, amber, juvelith or gemuine 
silver. The manufacturer, Andreas Bauer & Sohn in Vienna, states that 
correspondence with him may be conducted in the English language. 





ROOF OF ST. STEPHEN'S CATHEDRAL COMPLETED. On December 8, 1950, the 
TIast tile was put into place on tno roof of St. Stephen's Cathedral in 
Vicnna, thus completing the entire roofwork of the famous landmark of 
the Austrian capital, which hed been severely gutted by fire in the 
closing days of the war, Cardinal Innitzer, the Archbishop of Vienna, 
took the occasion to express his official thanks to architect Holey, 
the construction foremen and the workerse He said that St. Stephen's 
was a@ symbol of the community of man and of peace and civilization, as 
well as of Austria's will to live, 

Now. that work has been completed on the huge roof, the Cathedral's 
superintendent of construction is concentrating his efforts on the re- 
construction of the Albertine Choir, which is expected to be completed 
and ready for use by Easter 1952 if the necessary funds for this work 
are forthcoming, Only after restoration of the Albertine Choir will 
work start on the likewise severely damaged belfry in the main tower, 
and then on the reconstruction of the north tower, 





BRICKWORK OF VIENNA'S “ALBERTINA" MUSEUM RESTORED. The brickwork of 
é Albertina Museum in enna -- which next to the museums of Flo- 

rence, Paris, and London has the largest collection of graphic art, 

etchings, copperplate engravings, woodcuts, lithographs, and water 
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colors -- has been restored and much of the structural damage caused 


by the air attack of March 12, 1945, repaired, 


The Albertina Museum 


has a million works of graphic art which were miraculously saved 


during the late war. 
its unique collection of paintings 
The name “Albertina 


and Rubens, 


The museum acquired world fame as a result of 
and drawings by Duerer, Rembrandt 
goes back to Archduke Albert of 


Sachsen-Teschen, the husband of Maria Theresa's favorite daughter, 


Archduchess Christina. 
Austrian Republic. 
staged a series of remarkable exhibitions. 


In 1918 the museum became the property of the 
After the end of World War II, the Albertina Museum 
At the present time, it is 


presenting an exhibition of French masterpieces from the 15th to the 


20th centurye 


VIENNA CHOIR BOYS ARRIVE IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The Vienna Choir Boys, 





one of Austria's most famous musical groups consisting of 22 youngsters 
between the ages of ten and thirteen, arrived in New York on January 


2nd for a six-month tour of this country and Canada. 


Karl Lacovich, 


their conductor, said that the boys would sing in 65 cities in 30 


states, making their first appearance in Poughkeepsie. 


The choir, 


whose performances in America during its previous two tours in 1948 
and 1949 were crowned with outstanding artistic success, is scheduled 


to appear in New York City on March 29. 


In addition to their well 


known program of spiritual songs and motets, lieder and folk songs, 
the Vienna Choir Boys will include in this year's concerts two com- 
plete ballad operas in costume; "The Opera Rehearsal” by Lortzing, 
and “Stories of Old Vienna", an operetta composed of melodies and 
waltzes by Johann Strauss, 


FANNY CLEVE RECITAL IN NEW YORK. 


The well known Austrian-born singer 





and vocal teacher Fanny Cleve, whose voice Bruno Walter characterized 
as “one of the finest soprano voices existing today", will again be 
heard by the New York public on January 19, 1951, at 8.50, in the 
Carl Fischer Concert Hall, 165 West 57th Street, after an absence of 


several yearse 


Miss Cleve's program will include rarely heard or 


almost unknown lieder by Beethoven and Schubert, as well as a number 
of songs by Schumann, Mendelssohn, Brahms, Hugo Wolf and Max Regere 
During the coming months, Miss Cieve will also give a series of 
lecture recitals on “Ther German Lied from Bach to Richard Strauss and 


Gustav Mahler,” 





PRELIMINARY PROGRAM OF THE SALZBURG FESTIVALS, JULY 27 TO AUGUST Silst, 





1951. 


OoOnductors 3 


Kari Boehm, Edwin Fischer, Wilheim Furt- 


waengler, Rafael Kubelik, Georg Solti, Leopold Stokowski. Produce - 


ers 3 


Josef Gielen, Herbert Graf, Gustav Gruendgens, Oskar Fritz 


Schuh, Helene Thimig, Berthold Viertel. 


J ULY 

Friday 27th: 
Saturday 28th: 
Sunday 29th: 


Monday o0th: 
Tuesday Slst: 
AUGUST 

Wednesday lst: 


Thursday 2nd: 
Friday ord: 
Saturday 4th; 
Sunday Sth: 
Monday 6th; 
Tuesday 7th; 
Wednesday 8th: 
Thursday 9th; 
Friday 10th; 


Saturday llth: 





Program: 


Idomeneo (Rocky Riding School) - 7.30 pem. 

As You Like It - 7 pem. 

Everyman (Domplatz) - 5 p.m. -- lst Church Music Con- 
cert (Aula) - 8.30 p.m. 

lst Orchestral Concert (Mozarteum) - 8 pem. 

As You Like It - 7 peme -- lst Soloist Concert (Mozart-- 

enn ) 8 PeMe 

The Magis Flute (Rocky Riding School) - 7 pem. 

lst Serenade (Rocky Riding School) - 9 pem. -- lst 

Chamber Music Concert (Mozarteum) - 8 peme 

2nd Soloist Concert - 8 pem. 

Idomeneo (Rocky Riding School) 7.30 p.ome 

Everyman (Domplatz) 5 p.m. -- lst Mozart Matinée (Mo- 

zarteum) - 11 aem. -- 2nd Church Music Concert (Aula) 

- 8.50 Demo 

As You Like It - 7 pem. -- The Magic Flute (Rocky 

Riding School) 7 pem. 

Othello - 7 pe me | 

2nd Serenade (Rocky Riding School) 9 pem. -- 2nd 

Chamber Music Concert (Mozarteum) ~- 8 peme 

Idomeneo (Rocky Riding School) 7430 pe me 

Amphitryon - 7 pem. -- Srd Serenade (Rocky Riding 

School) 9 p.m« 
As You Like It - 7 peme -- Othello - 7 peme =-- 
Srd Soloist Concert (Mozarteum) - 8 peme | 


, 
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Sunday 12th: Everyman (Domplatz) 5 peme -- 2nd Mozart Matinée 
(Monartows) ll aem. -- Srd Church Music Concert (Aula) 
- Oe DeMe 
Monday 15th: The Magic Flute (Rocky Riding Schoc?.) 7 pom. 
Tuesday 14th: Amphitryon - 7 pem. -- Idomeneo (Rovky Riding School) 
700 eMe , 
Wednesday 15th: Everyman (Domplatz) 5 Pitch. Srd Mazart Matinée 
(Mozarteum) 11 asm. -- 3rd Chamber Music Concert 
(Mozarteum) £: pem. 
Thursday 16th: Wozzek - 7 pem. 
Friday 17th: As You Like It - 7 p.m. -- The Magic Flute (Rocky 
; Riding Sc1001) 7 peme 
Saturday 18th; Amphitryon - 7 pem. -- Othello - 7 p.m. -- 4th Chamber 
Concert (Mozarteum) 8 pem.. ' 
Sunday 19th: 2nd Orchestral Concert ~ 11 aem. -- Everyman (Domplatz) 
5 Peme3; 4th Church Music Concert (Aula) 8.30 pom. 
Monday 20th: Wozzek - 7 pem. 
Tuesday 21st; Othello - 7 peme -- 5th Chamber Music Concert (Mo- 
zarteum) 8 Dele 
Wednesday 22nd; As You Like It - 7 peme =~ Srd Orchest:ral Concert - 
! 8 Dele 
Thursday 25rd: Amphitryon - 7 peme -- 4th Orchestral Concert - 8 Dem. 
Friday 24th: Wozzek - 7 poem. 
Saturday 25th: As You Like It - 7 pem. -- Idomeneo (Rocky Riding 
School) 7:30 peme 
Sunday 26th: Amphitryon - 7 peme -- 5th Orchestral Concert - 11 aem. 
-- Everyman (Domplatz) - 5 peme -- 5th Church Music 
Concert (Aula) 8:30 pem. 
Monday 27th: Wozzek = 7 peme 
Tuesday 28th: 6th Orchestral Concert 8 pom. 
Wednesday 29th: Amphitryon ~ 7 pem. -- The Magic Flute (Rocky Riding 
School) 7 peme 
Thursday SOth: Othello - 7 peme . 
Friday Sist: 7th Orchestral Concert - 8 pom. 


NEW AUSTRIAN SUMMER SCHOOL TO OFFER COURSES OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO 
AMERICANS. This year a new summer school, with courses particularly 
tailored to the needs and interests of American students, will be 
added to the already existing summer school programs offered every 
year by the University of Vienna at Traunsee Castle, by the University 
of Innsbruck at Mayrhofen (Tyrol), by the Theological Faculty in Salz- 
burg, by the Mozarteun in Salzburg, and by the Austrian College at 
Alpbach (Tyrol). These summer schools are becoming increasingly po- 
pular with American students and teacherse The new summer school is 
operated by the Austrian College and will be held at Alpbach, Tyrol, 
from July 7 to August 12. It will offer a series of courses, discus- 
sion periods and seminars on European geography and history, politics, 
economy, literature and art, and will be open to graduate students as 
well as to especially advanced undergraduates. The cost of the five- 
week course, including tuition, room and board, attendance at musical 
re artistic events, as well as several excursions, amounts to about 
3150.00. oe 

The dates of the other Austrian summer schools are as follows: 

Summer School of the University of Vienna at Traunsee Castle, 
whose courses on political science, liberal arts, and the German 
language are conducted in English, from July 18 to August 29. 

Summer School of the University of Innsbruck at Mayrhofen (Ziller- 
tal, Tyrol): four series of courses of three weeks each, from the end 
of June to the middle of September. ‘ 

International Summer School of the Theological Faculty of Salzburg 
with courses in history and literature, from August 5th to the 18th. 

International Music and Theater Courses of the Salzburg Mozarteun: 
from July 20 to August 31. : 

The International Summer Seminar of the Austrian College Society 
(for selected postgraduate students only) will be held in Alpbach, 
Tyrol, from August 18 to September 7, 

For further information on the above-mentioned Austrian summer 
schools write to the Austrian Consulate General, Information Depart-~- 
ment, 509 Fifth Avenue, New York, or to the Austrian State Tourist 
Department, 48 East 48th Street, New York,. N.Y. 
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COMMEMORATIVE EXHIBITION OF THE VIENNA pees ior MOVEMENT. The Vienna 
Secession, which todey still plays a not insignificant role in the 
artistic life of Vienna, has staged a commemorative exhibjtion of re-~ 
presentative works of its founders, and a comprehensive show of those 
of its living artists on the occasion of the restoration of its war- 
damaged house in the center of Vienna. The best-known founders of this 
scheol of art included such men as Gustav Klimt, Kolo-Moser, and Josef 
Hoffman. Two of its greatest representatives are Egon Schiele and 
Anton Kolik, 

Among the works of its living members, which were on display in a 
large hall, the most significant are those of Sergius Pauser, Josef 
Dobrowsky, HeRe Pippel, and the sculptor J. Wortruba,. 

The internationally famous Austrian painter and illustrator Egon 
Schiele was the subject of special honors, Dr. Benesch, Director of 
the Albertina Museum in Vienna, prepared a folder which contains a fine 
sels:tion of color reproductions of Schiele drawings. The folder is 
being published oY the State Printing Office, Wollzeile 27a, Vienna I; 
an English and a french edition will also be published shortly. 





SPANISH RIDING SCHOOL BACK IN AUSTRIA. On December 22, 1950, the 
Spanish Riding School under the direction of Colonel Podhaisky returned 
to its seat in Wels, Upper Austria, after a three-month tour through 
the United States and Canada. The 16 Lipizzaner stallions and their 
riders, who left New York on December 6 after completion of their ex- 
traordinarily successful tour, stood the ocean crossing well. 


STRONG TOURIST SEASON EXPECTED THIS WINTER IN AUSTRIA. For the past 
few months Austria's transportation facilities have been geared to an 
expected heavy flow of winter tourists. Between December 21 and 26, 
inclusive, about 592,500 persons availed themselves of these facilities, 
an increase of 10% over the number of tourist passengers transported 
during the same period last year. Seventy-nine additional units of 
transportation had to be added to existing carriers to handle the re- 
cord traffic. Moreover, there were ten special trains of winter sport 
enthusiasts from France and Switzerland. Room reservations, especially 
at the famous sport resorts in the Tyrol and the Vorarlberg, have been 
pouring in from all over the world, a majority of them from Italy, 
England, France, Switzerland, Denmark and the United States, 





UeS. NATIONAL SKI ASSOCIATION ACCEPTS AUSTRIAN INVITATION. . The National 
Ski Association of the United States has accepted the invitation of 

the Austrian Ski Association to send four leading American skiers to 
spend the entire winter season in Austria. The four skiers who will 
spend the winter in Austria -- Jim Griffith, George Macomber, Andrea 
Meade, and Jeannette Burr -- are scheduled to participate in all traine 
ing courses of the Austrian champion skiers and appear in all ski 
events. 





AUSTRIAN TRAIN CONDUCTORS LEARN ENGLISH TO ASSIST TOURISTS. The con- 

ductors on Austria's federal railroads are now receiving intensive 
training in both conversational English and French. Although most 
Austrian train conductors already have a sufficient command of English 
to answer most routine inquiries relating to train travel, the new cem— 
prehensive language courses are designed to enable them to advise tra- 
vellers on broader travel and tourist problems, a function which they 
are expected to perform with enthusiasm. 


7TH INTERNATIONAL BOY SCOUT JAMBOREE TO BE HELD IN BAD ISCHL. Twenty-~ 
six nations have already notified the Austrian Boy Scout Association 
that they are prepared _to send national delegations to the Seventh In- 
ternational Boy Scout Jamboree to be held in Bad Ischl from August Srd 
to the 13th this year. The follow ing number of foreign boy scouts are¢ 
expected to participate; 1,000 from Belgium, 5 from Burma, 55 from Ca- 
nada, 500 from Denmark, 60 from Finland, 1,500 from France, 600 from 
Germany, 3,400 from Great Britain, 75 from Greece, 40 from Iceland, 56 
from Ireland, 600 from Italy, 10 from Cuba, 40 from Liechtenstein, 200 
from Luxenburg, 300 from Norway, 1,000 from the Netherlands, 400 from 
Sweden, 800 from Switzerland, 100 from the Union of South Africa, apd 
1,000 from the United States. 
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